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I SELL HERE.

I BOUGHT HERE.

I LIVE HERE. 

I love Port Credit 
enough to call it home!

Mississauga’s “Village by the 
Lake” combines most of the 
amenities of a city with small 
town character and charm.

Characterized by unique and 
interesting homes in every 
price range, mature tree lined 
streets, and access to the 
lake.  Port Credit’s charm and 
character inspired me to be   
a part of this great 
neighbourhood.

If you are thinking of selling 
your current Port Credit 
home and would like to 
understand its value in 
today’s market, please give 
me a call.

Let me provide you with the 
information, research, and 
comparative analysis you 
need to achieve the best 
possible results in your real 
estate transaction.

The Spring Market is 
heating up quickly!

REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

1673 Lakeshore Rd. W.
Mississauga, ON  L5J 1J4

905.822.5000

Expires May 31, 2014

Limit one 
free coffee 
per person 
per visit 

BUY 1 BOX OF K-CUPS

and receive a

COMPLIMENTARY CUP
Of Our Famous Regular 

Hot Coffee or Americano!

Credit Landing Plaza 
224 Lakeshore Road West  
Port Credit    905-271-7804

Expires May 31, 2014

from The Guilty Dog Coffee House

We are the GTA's 
premier dog centres.  

We are here to provide 
you with everything 

canine... we have it all!                                
Come, Sit and Stay!

DOGGIE CENTRAL

Where dogs want to be

FREE
With this Coupon
Please call for details.  

Doggie Central          
160 Lakeshore Road East 

(905) 271 7781
www.doggiecentral.ca

Expires May 31, 2014

Play Session

RECEIVE 10% OFF WITH THIS CARD

Buying local is not only a great way to become more sustainable without a lot 
of effort, it also helps our local community to thrive and grow. The advertisers in 
my newsletter are local businesses that I have personally used and endorse.  

As a public service I am offering FREE advertising space to                      
businesses in the Port Credit area.  Call me for more information.

According to a recent survey, approximately 10 per cent of Canadians 
say they have already filed their return ... but there are millions of 
taxpayers who will wait until April or later to file a tax return. 

If you prepare your return and find that you owe money, you can still 
file. Your balance owing is not due to the CRA until April 30. You can 
wait until then to pay at a bank, or mail a cheque.  Even if you cannot 
pay right away, file a return by April 30 to avoid the 5 per cent late 
filing penalty. You won't, however, avoid the interest.

2014 TAX DEADLINE MIDNIGHT APRIL 30TH

Spring Cleaning Your 
Garden - Getting Your 
Garden Ready to 
Grow!

There's no point in 
pretending you're not going 
to be out in your garden the 
first warm second of spring. 
While there is no harm in 
cleaning up fallen branches 
and debris, wait until the soil 
is no longer wet enough to 
form a ball in your hand, 
before walking on it and 
compacting it. But don't wait 
too long to start your clean 
up. It's much easier to cut 
plants back before the old 
growth gets tangled up in the 
new growth.

The first task is removing 
and composting any dead 
annual plants that remained 
over winter.
 
If you didn't prune back your 
perennials last fall, they're 
probably looking pretty ugly 
as spring sets in. Many 
perennials actually prefer to 
be left standing throughout 
the winter.  

If you did leave your 
perennials standing last fall, 
once you start to see new 
growth at the base of the 
plants, it's safe to begin 
removing winter mulch and 
pruning them down to ground 
level.

Happy Gardening!

Toronto Real Estate Board President Dianne 
Usher announced that Greater Toronto Area 
REALTORS® reported strong year-over-year 
increases in TorontoMLS home sales and the
average selling price in March 2014. Home 
ownership affordability, backstopped by low 
borrowing costs, continued to be a key factor 
underlying this growth.

A total of 8,081 sales were reported in March 
2014 – up by 7.2 per cent in comparison to 
March 2013.

Sales growth was much stronger in March 
compared to the first two months of the first 
quarter. Sales for Q1 as a whole were up by 
three per cent compared to the first three 
months of 2013.

“Sales activity in the GTA accelerated last 
month. Compared to last year, a greater 
number of buyers found affordable home 
ownership options, as evidenced by sales 
growth for all major home types.”

Sales and Average Price Up in March
Against this backdrop, however, overall 
inventory at the end of March remained lower 
than last year. This means competition between 
buyers increased, which is why the average 
selling price continued to climb,” said Ms. Usher.

The average selling price for March 2014 sales 
was $557,684 – an increase of almost eight per 
cent compared to the average reported for 
March 2013.  The average price for the first 
quarter of 2014 was up by 8.5 per cent year-
over-year.

“With borrowing costs remaining low, and 
in fact declining, strong home ownership 
demand will continue to butt up against a 
constrained supply of listings. Strong 
price growth will be the result for the 
remainder of 2014. If the pace of price 
growth experienced in the first quarter is 
sustained, TREB may revise its outlook for 
the average selling price,” said Jason 
Mercer, TREB’s Senior Manager of Market 
Analysis.  

Toronto Real Estate Board MARKETWATCH publication

Remembering the Stonehookers 
From Heritage Mississauga With excerpts from the Town of Oakville Culture Division

It has been said that Toronto was built on Dundas Stonehooking, as an industry, prospered between 
Shale. A careful look at the foundations of buildings the 1860s until about 1915. Port Credit became the 
erected in the City before 1910 will often reveal stone centre of the industry, and the village grew rapidly 
foundations. In an age before the ready availability of during this time. Many stonehooking vessels were 
concrete, a constant supply of building stone was built at the shipyards in Port Credit, and many more 
essential. From the 1830s until after  World War I, called the port their home.   ... Continued on page 3

the Lake Ontario waterfront between the Credit River 
and Burlington Bay was busy with men engaged in 
mining the shallow waters for shale and loading  
them onto small sail-driven vessels known  as 
stonehookers.

In order to mine Lake Ontario for stone, a new 
marine industry, unique in Canadian history, was 
developed. The stonehooker was a small vessel, 
usually between twenty to one hundred tons in 
burden. They had very little draft, and some drew 
only eighteen inches of water. Schooner-rigged, the 
typical stonehooker could sail fast in light winds. 
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The Indian Heights neighbourhood (an area of Port Credit between Credit Landing Plaza and Shawnmarr Road, and 
Lakeshore Road and Queen Street) has been going through a lot of developments lately.  This neighbourhood provides 
an example of the strong community spirit, which exists in all of Port Credit's distinct neighbourhoods. 

Lakeshore / Benson / High Project Update

This spirit helps explain why Port Credit is such a desirable 
place to live in, and why people stay once they come here.  
Port Credit is open to the entire City and beyond as a 
waterfront destination with village character and a vibrant 
main street retail district that is always bustling.  Many who 
live in Port Credit are keen to protect the neighbourhoods 
and main street (Lakeshore Road) in keeping with the 
community vision to “Evolve the Urban Village”.  

Port Credit will continue to grow over time and key to enjoying 
this growth, while respecting the area character, is to foster 
appropriate development while maintaining the community 
design outlined in the Local Area Plan.
 
Over the last several years, Indian Heights has seen a lot of 
natural infill where the existing older homes are replaced with 
detached or semi-detached houses nestling naturally into the 
character of the area, which is welcomed by the neighbourhood. 

However, the present block development proposal for the 
Lakeshore / Benson / High property has brought the neighbours 
and area residents together in support of a sensible and 
appropriate development with respect to the heights, size, 
density, characteristics compatible with the Indian Heights 
neighbourhood, and adherence to the Local Area Plan.

The existing proposal is requesting approval to replace 13 
assembled properties with 329 units (17 townhomes and two   
8-storey buildings with 312 condo rental/retirement units), and a 
two-level underground garage for 327 cars, all of which would 
significantly impact the character of this established residential 
area and increase the density and traffic congestion.

A public meeting was held on February 10, 2014, attended by 
over 100 residents, where serious concerns were raised 
regarding the size and appropriateness of this large project for 
the established residential area, as well as concerns for the 
preservation of the character of the neighbourhood and 
adherence to the Local Area Plan.  A follow up Focus Group was 
organized by Councillor Jim Tovey for March 24, 2014, where 
the same concerns were reiterated to the developer and the city 
planning staff. 

Councillor Tovey will organize two more Focus Groups (in April 
and May) and a public meeting will be held at City Hall, where 
the city planning staff will present its report on this project to the 
City Council. 

At this time, while City Planning Staff are evaluating the 
development proposal, area residents may wish to express 
their comments and concerns to Ben Phillips, City Planner, at 
ben.phillips@mississauga.ca and copy Councillor Tovey at 
jim.tovey@mississauga.ca and TOPCA@topca.net  refering 
to    File # OZ 13/016 W1. Residents may also request to be 
informed about the date and time of the public meeting at the 
City Hall.  

Town of Port Credit Association (TOPCA) is committed to  
assisting the community by advocating for the interests of the 
neighbourhood - in this case jointly with the local homeowners 
in Indian Heights.  TOPCA is providing additional support by 
reporting back to the entire Port Credit community, via the 
TOPCA website, as the evaluation of this proposal by the City 
planners proceeds. To learn more about this and other 
projects in Port Credit, please visit the Development section 
at www.topca.net.

The annual Spring Food and Fundraising Drive, 
sponsored by RBC, begins April 1 and runs until April 
25. The goals are to raise 75,000 pounds of the top 
five items, and $25,000. The food bank is also 
accepting monetary donations.  Donations can be 
made by phone, 905.270.5589, or online at 
www.themississaugafoodbank.org.  Food can also 
be donated at any Mississauga fire station or the 
Mississauga Food Bank during business hours.

Start a donation habit. Food banks are always asking for donations of things 
like baby formula, tuna and peanut butter, as these are high-need, high-
nutrition items.  The volume of donated food rises and falls with the seasons, 
and many food banks frequently face empty shelves in spring and summer. 
Think about adding a “food bank” category to your weekly grocery list, and 
donating consistently throughout the year.

Food is great, but money is better. As well as donating food, consider 
writing a cheque. That allows our food bank to take advantage of quantity 
buying and get more with your money. 

Aging Boomers and New 
Canadians Boost Demand 
for Housing in Canada

Canada’s rate of homeownership is 
expected to increase and the future for 
condominiums looks bright according to an 
updated analysis of future Canadian 
housing demand.

By 2036, there will be more one-person 
households in Canada than any other 
category, due to the aging of the baby 
boomer generation. But the country is 
counting on immigration to be the main 
driver of household growth in the next 20 
years, according to a recent report from 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp. 
(CMHC). 

Recent immigrants (in Canada less than 
five years) are about half as likely as non-
immigrants to own a home, but as time 
goes on and their incomes improve, they 
are more likely to become homeowners.

In Canada, the number of seniors (age 65 
and older) will more than double by 2036, 
growing eight times faster than the number 
of people under 65. Seniors currently 
represent about 14 per cent of the 
population, but that share will be almost 24 
per cent by 2036.  Aging households will 
support continued growth in condominium 
markets and those rates have been rising.

The findings in a recent study underscore how 
couples must identify each other's differences 
while learning the best ways to work together 
throughout the entire home-buying process.

As an example of the findings, women are 
inclined to make up their mind more quickly 
than men, the survey responses revealed. 
When asked how long it took before they knew 
their home was "right" for them, nearly 70 
percent of women had made up their mind the 
day they walked into the house, as opposed to 
62 percent of men.

About 55 percent of women would rather live 
closer to their extended family than to their 
point of employment. That choice was 
expressed by only 37 percent of men.

Men and Women Home-Buying Decisions are Different

Despite some significant differences, most 
couples said no one really "wears the pants in 
their relationship" when it comes to decisions 
about their home.  About 70 percent of 
respondents said their decision-making is 
basically mutual.

When couples were asked how they would 
use an extra 12-foot by 12-foot room if it   
could be anything they wanted, 25 percent 
said bedroom; 15 percent office or study; 11 
percent family room or den; 8 percent an 
entertainment center.

Interestingly, four times as many men as 
women said they would use the extra room  
for recreation or entertainment. 

When it comes to making home-buying decisions, there are significant 
differences between men and women

Fight Hunger in our Community by supporting
The Annual Spring Food & Fundraising Drive

For many people deep cleaning your home means using harmful 
chemicals and unnecessary purging of useful household items. 
This year when you spring clean think about your health and our 
environment and make your own make home-made non-toxic 
cleaning solutions

All purpose Cleaner
To make an all purpose cleaner you will need a very large bottle of 
distilled white vinegar, a spray bottle and tap water.  Fill the bottle 3/4 the 
way with warm tap water then add 1 cup of vinegar. Shake and it's ready 
for use. Because of the high level of acidity, white vinegar can effectively 
kill mould, bacteria, and other house hold germs. This all purpose cleaner can be used on 
nearly every surface in the house from counter tops to high chairs. 

Scouring Cleaner
To make a non-toxic scouring cleaner combine 1 table spoon of liquid detergent (clean and 
clear brands work best) with 1/4 cup baking soda. Slowly add trace amounts of white 
vinegar to the mixture until you get a cream like paste. This past is good for a multitude of 
things such as cleaning the tile grout on the floor or in your bathroom, lime and soap buildup 
in the bathroom and kitchen, baked on oven grime and anything else that may need a 
thorough scouring. 

Environmentally Friendly, Non-Toxic Spring Cleaning Tips

Heritage
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Remembering the Stonehookers  continued 
From Heritage Mississauga With excerpts from the Town of Oakville Culture Division

The elements of stonehooking were relatively simple. demand, between $3.00 and $5.00. Three trips a 
A stonehooker would anchor as close to the shore as week at two toise a trip was considered an excellent 
possible, usually in anywhere from six to twelve feet output for a two-man crew.
of water. A cargo would be gathered by sending out a Many stonehookers worked as close as possible to 
small, flat scow or barge onto which loads of stone the actual shore. This allowed men to wade in the 
would be piled. Workers would then pry slabs of water, prying loose the shale with crowbars. Many of 
shale from the lake bottom using long rakes with the waiting barges were equipped with hoists and A-
prong-like forks bent at right angles to the handle. frames that assisted in loading shale onto the barge. 
The stone, in turn would be loaded onto the barge. Much of the stone was taken to Toronto where it was 
When filled, the barges would be poled to the waiting piled on Queen's Wharf at the foot of Bathurst Street. 
schooner where the stone would be offloaded onto From there, it was removed to construction sites 
the stonehooker's deck. Stonehookers such as the throughout the City, usually to be employed in 
Lillian and the Newsboy could carry thirty tons of forming the foundations for many of Toronto's stone 
stone on her deck. The toise was the standard and brick buildings.
measure for stone. Piled in rectangles three feet The stonehooking trade declined as available shale 
high, six feet wide, and twelve feet long, with long deposits in shallow waters were depleted. The last of 
slabs on the outside and smaller pieces of shale the active stonehookers, the Lillian, was sold in 1930
positioned in the middle, a toise would bring the 
stonehooking crew, depending upon the year and the 

Spring is a very busy 
time in the world of Real 
Estate.                   

The right REALTOR can 
help to sell your home  for 
more and guide you 
through the complex home-
selling process effortlessly.

                                                                          

If you are thinking of selling 
or buying this Spring or 
Summer, NOW is the 
perfect time for you to give 
me a call!

The Spring 
Real Estate 
Market Is In 
Full Swing!
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