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 1 . 0 I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  

Name(s) 
 1.11  Official Place Name 
   Dominion Public Building, Port Credit 
 1.12  Other Name(s) 
   Port Credit post office 
 
Recognition 
 1.21  Status 
   Listed in the Heritage Register, 1989 
 1.22  Inventory Number 
   220 
 
Location 
 1.31  Address 
   31 Lakeshore Road East 
 1.32  Postal Code 
   L5G 1C8 
 1.33  Lower Tier 
   City of Mississauga 
 1.34  Upper Tier 
   Regional Municipality of Peel  
 
Coordinates 
 1.41  Latitude 
   43o 32’ 39.3” North  
 1.42 Longitude 
   79o 35’ 6.5” West  
 
Boundaries  
 1.51  Lot 
   part of Lot 5 of the Broken Range, Credit Indian Reserve 
   Plan 300 East, Lot 30 and part of Lot 31 
 1.52  Property Area 
   1,659.7 m2 
 1.53  Depth 
   54.03 m 
 1.54  Water Frontage 
   not applicable 



 

5 

Looking east Looking south 

Looking north Looking west 

 1.61 Property Description 
 The building is located on the south side of Lakeshore Road East 
(formerly, Highway 2), west of Stavebank Road (Brook Street, prior to 1944). 
The Credit River is to the west, and Credit Village Marina to the south. The 
building is located in the former Town of Port Credit, Ontario. The building 
faces northward toward Lakeshore Road. The front of the building is set at the 
edge of the sidewalk and is raised approximately one metre above sidewalk 
level, at the Stavebank Road corner. 
 There is an unoccupied parking lot south of the building and a sloping 
parkland with trees to the west, facing the Credit River. 
 There are 21 trees along the west side of the property, consisting of a 
considerable variety of coniferous and deciduous species. There are 
conventional pines to the front, but the property also has ash, shagbark and 
shellbark hickory, red maple, staghorn sumac, black walnut and willow. Of 
special note are two massive trees at the back of the property which are either 
American sycamore or the genetically similar London plane.  
 
 1.62  Inventory of Structures on the Property  
 There is presently one structure at 31 Lakeshore Road East: 
  - the main two-storey building, with two one-storey additions. 
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 Aerial view - 2008  

Construction dates of sections of the building  
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 Front façade of the original 1931 section. 

Back of the property, with ornamental planetrees 
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 2 . 0 D E S I G N   A N D    P H Y S I C A L   VA L U E 

 2.1 Architectural Style 
 Art Moderne 
 The City of Mississauga’s heritage registry classifies the Dominion Public 
Building as an “Art Moderne” building. This classification appears to be 
inconsistent with the term as it is defined by other sources, including 
www.ontarioarchitecture.com and Harold Kalman’s A Concise History of 
Canadian Architecture, both which cite examples of the Art Modern style that 
are very different in shape, building texture, colour and construction material 
than 31 Lakeshore Road East.  
 In addition to Port Credit’s post office, the City of Mississauga’s heritage 
registry identifies only two other buildings in the Art Moderne style – a 
residence at 1395 Hurontario Street and a former bank building at 88 
Lakeshore Road East. Refer to page 9. Both of these examples are closer in style 
to that cited by Kalman. Therefore the conclusion of this report is that the 
Dominion Public Building is not in the Art Moderne style.  
 Modern Classicism 
 The City of Mississauga’s Online Property Service website lists the 
Dominion Public Building as being in the “Modern Classicism” style. However, 
the City’s heritage register does not list any building as being in this style, 
adding to the confusion as to what style 31 Lakeshore Road East represents. 
 Edwardian Classicism 
 The City’s heritage registry lists 26 buildings in the Edwardian Classical 
style, of which one of these – Dixie Presbyterian Church (3065 Cawthra Road) 
– is in a similar construction style and building mass to Port Credit’s post office. 
The other buildings listed as being in the Edwardian Classical style are 
residential homes with similar red brick construction but of unrelated size, 
shape and overall appearance. 
 Most of the homes listed as being in the Edwardian Classical style were 
built before the Dominion Public Building, and many of these were built during 
the reign of Edward VII, for whom the style is named.  
 It is possible that the City’s heritage registry does not list the post office as  
Edwardian Classicism (despite similarities with other Edwardian Classical 
buildings on the registry) because it was built during the reign of his successor, 
George V. However, the Edwardian style remained popular in Canada and 
elsewhere in the British empire after Edward died in 1910 so recent 
architectural authorities like Harold Kalman have abandoned the early 
convention that “Edwardian” buildings had to be built during  Edward VII’s 
short reign, from 1901 to 1910.  
 Art-Deco 
 Two designated buildings in the City of Mississauga are similar in shape, 
size, surface texture and construction material to 31 Lakeshore Road East. These 
are 141 Lakeshore Road East in Port Credit and 101 Church Street in 
Streetsville. 
 The former administration office of St. Lawrence Starch (141 Lakeshore 
Road East) is described in the heritage registry as being in a Vernacular Art 
Deco style. 
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Art Moderne: 1395 Hurontario Street, Port Credit 

Art Moderne: 88 Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit  
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Edwardian Classicism: 3065 Cawthra Road, Cooksville  

Edwardian brick elaboration 
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 Art Deco styling was more geometric than earlier ornate styles. Art Deco 
emphasized parallel and perpendicular lines and right angles. These common 
Art Deco features can be seen in the Dominion Public Building’s exterior. Other 
characteristics of the style, evident in Port Credit’s postal building can be seen 
in the repeating pattern of geometric forms in the sandstone frieze and 
symmetrical, equidistant window placement. In many ways, the Dominion 
Public Building is consistent with the Art Deco characteristics defined by 
Kalman and other Canadian architecture resources.  
 Undefined 
 The former Streetsville Hydro power station is listed in the City’s heritage 
register as having an “Undefined” architectural style. However, like the 
Dominion Public Building, the building at 101 Church Street is made with red 
brick, has similar shape and massing, and has a rectangular plan.  
 31 Lakeshore Road Eat as a Transition Style  
 Although the Dominion Public Building shares much in common with 
other Art Deco buildings in Ontario built during the Depression, most pure Art 
Deco buildings have elaborate bas-relief carvings, stylized and/or two-toned 
quoins and layered door surrounds. 
 Except for the sandstone bas-relief of the Canadian coat of arms, Port 
Credit’s Dominion Public Building lacks these ornate, elaborate Art Deco motifs. 
The building is of a simpler styling. Admirers of classical architecture might 
suggest that the minimal use of architectural elaboration makes Port Credit’s 
post office a more refined building. 
 The Dominion Public Building is of a single rectangular plan, made of red 
brick with simple sandstone adornments. It is less appealing to look at the first 
time than other more elaborate contemporary Art Deco buildings but because 
31 Lakeshore Road East is more restrained it’s styling doesn’t becomes tiresome. 
 It can be concluded that the Dominion Public Building in Port Credit has 
both Edwardian and Art Deco features and that by mixing the best of both 
styles, while rejecting their more pretentious elements, Port Credit’s post office 
building is a unique example of two styles in transition. In 31 Lakeshore Road 
East’s façades, one can see the cherished traditions of king and empire 
blending with the promises of the coming “Modern” era.  
 2.2 The Architects 
 It’s no surprise that such an elegant transition building would be the 
work of one of Canada’s most celebrated architects. Alfred Hirschfelder 
Chapman (1879-1949) was noted for designing institutional buildings with a 
restrained dignity. Chapman’s style stood in sharp contrast to younger 
architects of this modernist era who embraced the bold, but just as often 
garish, Art Deco motifs. 
 Chapman was already well-known in Ontario for his many dignified 
works including the Bloor Street bridge over the Humber River (his first major 
independent commission, in 1916), Knox College at the University of Toronto’s 
St. George campus and the Toronto Harbour Commission’s office building, now 
landlocked south of Union Station. Chapman was hired twice by Coca-Cola to 
design bottling plants in Niagara Falls and Windsor, befitting the company’s 
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Knox College, University of Toronto 

Toronto Harbour Commission building 
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stature as maker of perhaps the single most recognized product of the 
Depression era. Chapman was also commissioned by Mississauga summer 
resident, A.M. Hobberlin to design his clothing factory and sales office in 
downtown Toronto. All of these aforementioned buildings survive and are 
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.  
 Because the Dominion Public Building is a government-commissioned 
building, Chapman’s designs had to be approved by a Crown staff architect. 
Thomas William Fuller (1865 to 1951) was chief architect of the Dominion 
Department of Public Works in 1930, when Port Credit’s new post office 
building was approved, so his name is also attached to 31 Lakeshore Road East. 
It is not certain what changes, if any, Fuller made to Chapman’s design before 
approving them.  
 2.3 1954 and 1966 Additions 
 Two westward additions to 31 Lakeshore Road East were completed in 
1954 and 1966. What is remarkable about the two additions is the effort taken 
to blend both additions to the 1931 building. Building additions are usually 
regarded as functional necessities unworthy of the consideration typically 
afforded original buildings. Worse yet, additions are typically designed a 
generation later by new-think designers more interested in imposing their ego 
on an old building than respecting the talent of the previous generation’s 
architect. The pretentious expansion to the north façade of the Royal Ontario 
Museum in 2007 is a good (or is that bad?) example of the disrespect later 
generations of architects have for past masters, when designing additions to 
existing buildings. (Fortunately, the elegant east wing façade of the ROM – 
designed by Chapman – was spared the “post-modernization” that afflicted the 
north wing.) 
 The federal government is to be lauded for twice attempting to match 
architectural styles, right down to the brick colour and texture. As can be seen 
in the lower photograph on page 27 of this report, the west wall of the 1966 
addition successfully copies the appearance of the former 1931 west wall, 
which was lost when the westward expansion was added. It is possible that 
elements of the 1931 west wall were reused as the 1966 west wall. If so, it 
would be a rare and welcome attempt, on the federal government’s behalf to 
maintain the integrity of Chapman’s original design. 
 Otherwise, the 1966 extension is less impressive than the 1954 addition, 
in that no effort was made to incorporate the series of arched windows, 
 2.4  Interior Features 
 The sensitivity shown to the exterior of Chapman’s original 1931 building 
did not carry on into the interior of the building. In all three sections, the 
interior was altered, most likely in the mid 1970s, when new plumbing and a 
new heating system were installed. 
 The present interior is mostly drywall. The original tile floor of the 1931 
post office section of the main floor remains, but it ends abruptly at what was 
the west wall of the original 1931 building. The remainder of the building’s 
floors are concrete. 
 The west wall, which was originally an exterior wall treated to the same 
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design attention as the other exterior walls, is no longer present except where 
it can be seen above the top elevation of the 1954 addition.  
 The most notable interior feature is an enclosed hallway raised about 
two metres above the floor level, where inspectors monitored potential theft of 
mail, packages and money orders by mail sorters. This feature, while interesting 
and unique historically, is constructed of drywall and/or plaster so it is of little 
interested architecturally. 
 Older washrooms remain on the upper floor, and some of the doors still 
have original transoms to allow sunlight to extend into the interior of the 
building. The stairs are of wood and the balusters and newel posts of a 
conventional, machine-made design. Because these stairs led to offices which 
were generally not opened to the public, no effort was made to give the 
stairwell woodworking a sense of elegance. The interior woodwork, where it 
remains, is generally utilitarian.  
 2.5 Sandstone Features 
 The exterior was the public face of the Dominion Public Building and it 
was out here that Chapman took special care to create a unique and refined 
look. 
 Common to many Edwardian-style buildings, the red brick massing of the 
overall building is highlighted by sandstone trim. Sandstone was preferred for 
highlight trim over white trims, like granite or marble, because it has a soft, 
natural redness that compliments the darker red of conventional clay bricks. 

The sandstone frieze is in a simple geometric form, with repeating 
rectangular contours. Keystones above the window are decorative, not 
functional. The keystones, in this case, don’t bear weight from above as 
structural keystones would (as in an arched bridge or tunnel). Keystones were 
often used in impressive institutional buildings in the Roman empire and in 
Renaissance Europe, so they were revived as a popular decorative motif in early 
20th century institutional buildings to convey an impression of importance. 

The window sill trim above and to both sides of the main entrance is of 
sandstone, to accentuate the building’s window frames, frieze and coat-of-arms 
carvings, also made of sandstone. "Port Credit" is carved into the sandstone, in 
upper case Roman lettering, above the main entrance to the post office section 
of the building.  
 2.6 Removed Items of Design and Physical Value 
 Two architectural items that have been removed are (or were) of 
particular interest in the local community. 
 Raised letters, probably of brass, were removed from above the south 
entrance door which lead to the customs office on the second floor. These 
letters read CUSTOMS & EXCISE. Refer to page 18, bottom photo. These were 
removed sometime after the summer of 2007 when the customs and marine 
licensing offices at the Dominion Public Building were closed. The letters 
protected the sandstone underneath from ultraviolet radiation with two results:  
 a) the sandstone underneath the letters reveals the original shade and 
chroma of the 1931 sandstone, 
 b) the outline of the letters is revealed by the lighter sandstone colour.  
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 Transom above an interior office door. 

P.A. speaker and observer’s window in 1966 section. 
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Stairwell with utilitarian balusters and newel posts. 

The simple, geometric frieze.  
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The keystone-capped arch is a Classical feature.  

Art Deco door handle.  
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The location of the coat of arms, 
before removal. 

The location of former coat of arms 
of Streetsville’s 1966 post office. 
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 In 1966, the federal government installed a finely-etched metal coat of 
arms of the Dominion of Canada on the newly-completed addition to the 
building. This metallic coat of arms served as a visual counterbalance to the 
sandstone bas-relief coat arms on the second floor of the 1931 section of the 
building. 
 This visual element was removed sometime during or after autumn 2008 
when the last federal government services left the building. The loss of the coat 
of arms from the building has been of particular concern to Port Credit 
residents. Unlike the brass letters on the south side which can be reproduced 
at minimal cost, the coat of arms would be costly to reproduce. It is hoped that 
the original can be found and returned to its original location. 
 A similar but smaller coat of arms was installed at Streetsville’s post office, 
at 145 Queen Street South, when it was built in 1966. This emblem, too has 
been removed. 

A web search of over 200 present-day images of post offices in Ontario 
reveal no other example of a coat of arms of comparable size, material and 
craftsmanship to the one formerly on Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building. 
 2.7 Altered Items of Design and Physical Value 
 The exterior of Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building has been altered 
little over the past 80 years, with one notable exception. The doors and 
stairway of the main entrance leading to the 1931 postal customer service 
section have been altered. The present concrete ramp replaced the 1931 
stairway possibly in, or soon after, 2002 in compliance with accessibility 
requirements for physically handicapped persons.  
 A single, right-hinged metal and plate glass door occupies the space 
where two wooden doors, hinged to both outside edges, were originally built 
in 1931. A narrow, redundant plate glass window, to the left of the new door, 
was added to account for the difference in width between the present single 
door, and the two 1931 doors. Refer to page 20. 
 These later changes are not consistent with Alfred Chapman’s original 
plans and, as a result, do not blend in well with the remaining unaltered 
elements of the 1931 building. Even to the untrained eye, it is obvious (both in 
appearance and in materials used) that the ramp and doorway alteration are 
not part of the original 1931 building.  
 To preserve the integrity of Chapman’s original plan, it would be 
desirable to restore the appearance of the original door configuration. 
Although it would also be desirable to restore the unique curved, concrete 
stairway, this may not be possible under the terms of the Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005.  
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Main postal entrance: 1931 Main postal entrance: 2012 

Dominion Public Building, 1931 
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 3 . 0 H I S T O R I C A L   VA L U E 

 3.1 A Dominion Public Building 
 Port Credit had been in an economic slump since the demise of the 
stonehooking trade in the first decade of the 20th century. In an attempt to 
reverse the village’s floundering fortunes, local businessmen William Innes, 
Chester Hoyt and “J.J.” Foy formed the Port Credit Board of Trade to make the 
town more appealing to investors. The new board championed such projects 
as a police force, new sidewalks, mail delivery and hydro-electricity. With Hoyt’s 
assistance, Port Credit’s first bank set up stakes in 1916.  
 One of the board’s first moves was to invite the federal member of 
parliament for Peel to attend a banquet in his honour. During a rousing speech 
at the Mississauga Golf and Country Club, MP Richard Blain assured the board 
members that Port Credit’s future was going to be a bright one. In fine form for 
a Conservative, Blain promised to build a post office and customs house in Port 
Credit to make the village a centre of business. 
 That banquet was held on July 15, 1915. The post office that Blain 
promised did come . . . 16 years later. 
 When Port Credit’s promised post office was finally approved in 
September 1930, it was no longer just a postal facility. It was to be a full -service 
building for all federal government services. The idea of expanding the post 
office proposal into a centralized federal services building came about in the 
early days of the Depression when newly-elected prime minister R.B. Bennett 
advanced a number of employment relief projects (commonly called “make 
work projects” by historians) to keep men employed and to teach them new 
skills during a time of extremely high unemployment. 
 The new Conservative government commissioned what it called 
“Dominion Public Buildings” in areas hit hardest by the economic downturn, 
including Port Credit. The import-export customs and marine registry offices 
would also hopefully bring business to these communities.  
 Other Dominion Public Buildings in Ontario were built in Fort William 
(now Thunder Bay), Guelph, New Liskeard, Parry Sound and Penetanguishene. 
Three of the most impressive Dominion Public Buildings were in Hamilton and 
London, plus a massive Dominion Public Building in Toronto, still standing one 
block east of Union Station. Each one of these new Dominion Public Buildings 
was built in a closely-contested Tory riding. Five of these eight ridings were 
represented by a cabinet minister. Although Peel’s MP, Sam Charters was not a 
cabinet minister, Port Credit clearly benefited by being in a Conservative riding 
when “make work” projects were being doled out. 
 In 1935 Bennett was replaced by William Lyon Mackenzie King, whose 
Liberal Party opposed employment relief projects. No new government 
buildings were commissioned but the ones begun under the Tories were 
completed. Port Credit’s was the first Dominion Public Building to be 
commissioned. It was also the first to be completed. 
 And this despite a major construction setback. Port Credit’s Dominion 
Public Building was built with first floor walls of nine inch (23 mm) thickness, 
complying with federal building code regulations. The village of Port Credit had 
more strict standards, requiring 14 inches (36 mm) for load-bearing walls. In 
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Guelph London 

New Liskeard Parry Sound 

Penetang Thunder Bay (Fort William) 

Other Dominion Pubic Buildings in Ontario commissioned during the 
Depression. The Parry Sound and Penetang buildings are closest to Port Credit’s 

in massing, form, architectural detailing and construction materials.   
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April 1931, village building inspector, George Corey (whose family home still 
stands in the Port Credit Heritage Conservation District) withheld an occupancy 
permit for the nearly-complete building until an arrangement could be worked 
out to either increase the wall thickness, or to have the federal government 
enforce a change of standards on the village. Predictably the later course was 
taken, but the process delayed official opening of the Dominion Public Building 
until November. 
  3.2 History of the Property 
 A village grew at the mouth of this River Credit. Of course the harbour 
took the prime riverfront real estate but over the generations suburbs stretched 
out along the Lakeshore Road and, later the trolley line. The early industries 
settled by the lakeside to mold clay, grind corn and refine oil. But despite the 
village’s growth, the heartbeat of Port Credit has always been the river. Today, 
the library, the arena and the oldest school (appropriately called “Riverside”) still 
look out upon the river. 
 The other prominent riverview building is one that local residents still call 
the “post office”, even though no one has picked their mail up here for years. 
The “Dominion Public Building” (as it has always been officially named) was 
once the place where the people of this community gathered to exchange 
news and gossip. If it didn’t come by mail, it came by word-of-mouth.  
 It was at the post office that unfortunate souls of a recession picked up 
their “pogey”. It was here that the successful businessmen registered their 
imports and exports. Affluent men registered their yacht here in the same 
queue where Port Credit’s humble commercial fishermen registered their tugs. 
Hundreds of young men willingly enlisted for military reserve duty at the 
regimental office on the second floor. 
 The first non-aboriginal structure in Mississauga was built along the Lake 
Road, east of the Credit River sometime between 1797 and 1806. Although it is 
not certain where this government inn was built, local oral tradition states that 
it stood at about where the vacant parking lot is now located, immediately 
south of the Dominion Public Building.   
 It is often said that the inn was a safe haven for ships caught in a storm, 
but there is no record of a harbour at the time. There was no village to make 
the harbour thrive. The place wasn’t even called “Port Credit” at the time. The 
inn was located at what is approximately one-third the distance between 
Toronto (York, at the time) and Hamilton. Stagecoach operators typically 
changed their exhausted horses three times during the journey, so the 
government inn was more likely used as a stopover for stagecoach passengers.  
 The historic inn was torn down either in 1860 or 1861 by Robert Lynd, 
who replaced the aging building with a new hotel. 
 Historian and author Verna Mae Weeks (née, Denison) was a young girl 
in 1927, but she remembers seeing a Toronto Harbour Commission dredge 
that cleared the bottom of the mouth of the Credit River that year, dumping 
the silt on the “swampland” where the post office is now located. 
 Weeks was likely referring to the westernmost section of the present post 
office building, completed in 1966. The land slopes downward toward the river 
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at this point, and the westernmost portion of the post office may be on land 
that was once marsh. The original 1931 section of the post office rests on dry 
land.  
 3.3 The One-Stop Shop for All Your Government Needs 
 Postal service was just one of many federal government functions that 
operated out of Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building. Port Credit and Toronto 
Township residents could come here for all their government services. 
 1: Post Office 
 Residents dropped off and picked up mail from a main-floor Lakeshore 
Road entrance. The elaborate, carved, sandstone-lined front entrance lead into 
a 130 square metre postal hall – nearly four times as large as the previous post 
office in Charles Hamilton’s old general store.  
 2: Customs and Excise 
 A back entrance, facing the harbour, lead to the customs office. The 
federal government was responsible for collecting taxes and tariffs on cargo 
coming into and out of ports like Port Credit. The door to this entrance remains. 
Above this door (less elaborate than the post office entrance on the north side) 
one can still see the un-faded sandstone markings, in the shape of the letters 
“CUSTOMS & EXCISE”, where brass (?) letters were once mounted. 
 Before the customs office opened, residents in what is now Mississauga 
had to register import and export goods at customs offices in Oakville or 
Toronto. Opening a new customs and excise office in Port Credit established a 
convenient registry office midway between the two. It was also hoped that a 
customs office would promote Port Credit’s declining harbour as a place of 
business. With the stonehooking trade all but vanished by 1931 and with a 
growing, but still small commercial fishing economy taking its place, Port 
Credit’s harbour was in need of a business boost.  
 Customer service for “custom-ers” was on the main-floor, in an 18.5 
square metre office. Behind this office, the stairs remain that lead to a 42 
square metre office on the upper floor where customs agents processed and 
filed customs claims. This office was particularly busy in the 1960s and early 
1970s when Canada Steamship Lines leased the federal harbour facilities at 
Port Credit as a package freight terminal. CSL’s office was just across Port Street 
from the rear entrance to the Dominion Public Building.  
 Except for CSL, little else in tonnage entered or left from the harbour at 
the post office’s back door. But the customs office was still a busy place. All 
ships that loaded or unloaded goods anywhere west of Long Branch and east 
of Oakville registered this cargo at Port Credit. Ontario Hydro unloaded tons of 
coal at its Lakeview power plants. In Clarkson, British-American Oil took in 
barrel-loads of crude petroleum, and St. Lawrence Cement landed raw 
limestone from Cobourg while shipping out finished retail cement products. All 
this traffic was registered at Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building. 
 3: Marine Vessel Registry 
 Anyone in need of a federal license came to Port Credit’s “post office”. 
When the Dominion Public Building opened, Port Credit became a “port of 
registry”, meaning that boat owners in the area could license their vessels here. 
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 The 1931 section in 1949, looking north.  

The 1931 and 1954 sections in 1962, looking east. 
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 Ontario was assigned the letter “E” and Port Credit’s federal public 
building was assigned the designation number “78”. That’s why all recreational 
boats registered at Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building up to 2007 carried a 
“78E” designation on their hull. 
 4: Army Recruitment 
 Because national defense was also a federal responsibility, the local 
recruiting agency was assigned a 74 square metre office on the second floor of 
the Dominion Public Building. The office was used by the B Company of the 
Peel and Dufferin Regiment. (D Company of the Lorne Scot Regiment, after 
December 1936.) 
 It is often cited in local history that the Port Credit post office was also the 
regiment’s “armory”. An armory typically houses military ordnance (vehicles, 
weapons, ammunition and uniforms) and serves as a parade hall for reserve 
soldiers. It is possible that ordnance may have been stored in the basement of 
the Dominion Public Building but it is less certain that the 1931 building was 
ever used for reserve training. The 1931 section of the building is supported by 
a series of narrowly-spaced pillars at the basement level, and that would have 
made marching practice more like an obstacle course. If local recruits did 
practice their ceremonial skills in this basement, it was precision drilling indeed. 
 During the last two years of WWII, the basement was used for Dominion-
sponsored rifle competitions, for students at Port Credit High School.  
 The architects’ plans for Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building officially 
assigned the basement for storage and for heating and ventilation equipment. 
 A two-bedroom caretaker’s quarters, with kitchen and living room was 
on the second floor.  
 5: Unemployment Office 
 Despite the fact that Port Credit’s post office was an employment relief 
project built during the early years of the Great Depression, the architects did 
not provide space for a relief office where unemployed men could apply for 
and pick-up food vouchers and apply for relief work. Direct relief aid was a 
municipal responsibility, and since many of the township’s unemployed lived in 
the Lakeview area, the “dole office” was located there. The federal government 
took over responsibility for unemployment aid in 1941, after the Depression 
ended. At this time Port Credit’s “UI office” was located on the second floor of 
the Dominion Public Building in the residence left vacant by the building 
caretaker, who had his own house in Port Credit. 
 Demand for a Second Expansion 
 In the early 1950s Port Credit, Lakeview and Lorne Park were the first 
areas of Toronto Township to have home mail delivery service. A central sorting 
station was required for mail destined to these areas, so the postal facility at 
Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building was expanded between 1953 and 1954 
to accommodate the suburban mail sorting demands.  
 Toronto Township continued to grow to the point that, by 1961 service 
had become so poor that residents were complaining of receiving Christmas 
cards in February. A Lakeview man lost a job posting at Avro after receiving his 
notice of hiring in the mail two weeks after Avro found a replacement worker. 



 

27 

Narrowly-spaced columns in the basement of the 1931 section. 

Blending of brick colour between the 1931 and 1966 sections. 
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Another Lakeview man never even knew that he had been subpoenaed to 
appear in court until a week after his court date, when the police showed up at 
his door with a warrant. 
 In today’s lingo, we’d say Port Credit’s post office was stressed to the 
max. The population of the Port Credit area had grown to 65,000 people – up 
25,000 since the 1954 extension to the post office. To meet the demand for 
increased mail sorting capacity for home delivery, and a proposed expansion of 
home delivery into Clarkson (which was to be sorted at Port Credit) a second 
addition to the Dominion Public Building was completed in 1966. 
 While the extension was being contemplated, sorting of mail for home 
delivery in the Applewood Heights area was transferred to a new sorting 
station in Cooksville to relieve pressure on Port Credit. Up to this time, Port 
Credit’s post office was the only one in the township that sorted mail.  
 3.4 A Loss of Purpose 
 At one time the busiest building in the village, Port Credit’s Dominion 
Public Building became ever more redundant as the federal facilities located 
there either moved, were eliminated or replaced by internet services.  
 Army Recruitment – 1968 
 Because of the limited space at the Dominion Public Building for the 
training of soldiers and storage of military equipment, the Lorne Scots moved to 
the Rifle Ranges training facility, in Lakeview, during WWII. The HQ remained at 
Port Credit but in an attempt to consolidate the militia after WWII, the 
government ordered the office to be moved to the armory site at Lakeview in 
1954. This was opposed in the Port Credit community, and the Lorne Scot’s D 
Company office remained at the Dominion Public Building.  
 Port Credit’s reserve headquarters did not survive the major 
reorganization of the army, navy, air force and reserve units in 1968 which 
resulted in the formation of the Canadian Armed Forces. The Lorne Scot 
Regiment was “downsized” and of the regiment’s four recruitment offices, Port 
Credit’s was the only one to close. The Lorne Scot Regiment presently has 
armories and recruitment centres in Orangeville, Brampton and Oakville.  
 Postal Customer Service – 1981  
 Home delivery of mail in Port Credit and Lakeview began in May 1953, at 
which time Port Credit’s existing post office site was selected as the central 
sorting station for all mail carrier routes. The change was both a gain and a loss 
for the Dominion Public Building. An addition west of the 1931 Dominion 
Public Building was completed in 1954, thus increasing the capacity of the 
postal work at Port Credit, However, door-to-door delivery eliminated the need 
for a traditional “postmaster”.  
 The main floor was now given over to mail sorting shift work and 
mechanical processing of incoming mail. Loading docks, to the south side, 
were included as part of the 1953-54 expansion so that sorted mail could be 
transported to ten Port Credit “substations” across southern Mississauga. Most 
of the west wall of the 1931 building was removed during the 1954 expansion 
and the once magnificent 1931 post office was replaced with columns of 
numbered post boxes. 
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 A second westward expansion was completed in 1966 to accommodate 
mail sorting demand for additional Port Credit substations in Lorne Park and 
Clarkson, and in the expanding Applewood developments in Lakeview and 
Dixie. 
 Port Credit’s post office was never busier but decline came, by degrees. 
Residents in Port Credit complained about the noise of mail trucks pulling in 
and out at all hours of the early morning, forcing the City to enact and enforce 
noise by-laws on Canada Post in 1977 and again in 1980. 
 With the goal of making Canada’s postal service a profitable business, the 
federal government turned Canada Post into a crown corporation in 1981. To 
reduce costs, postal services were contracted to local business – mostly general 
stores and local pharmacies. Post boxes remained in use at Port Credit’s 
Dominion Public Building up to the time of its closure in 2008, but customer 
service at the building ended years earlier. 
 Unemployment Insurance – 1993  
 As a cost-cutting measure, the federal government streamlined 
employment insurance procedures in 1993, replacing local “UI” centres with 
regional human resource centres. The nearest HRDC centre now is at Dundas 
Street and Dixie Road. 
 Marine Vessel Licensing – 2007  
 Local licensing of marine vessels ended across Canada in 2007 (only an 
“ON”, for Ontario, appears on yachts now.) Port Credit’s license office closed 
that year. Registration can now be done on-line. 
 Customs and Excise – 2007  
 Customs and excise application and processing was transferred to central 
regional facilities at the same time local marine vessel registry was replaced 
with on-line registration. 
 Not that the official closure of the customs office had any real effect in 
Port Credit. From the time the customs office opened here, it was the least busy 
part of the Dominion Public Building. The import-export business that the 
federal government, and the village, anticipated never materialized. Port 
Credit’s harbour was hopelessly shallow and getting shallower each year as the 
Credit River dumped ever more silt at the harbour. The lighthouse, out of 
commission since 1918, burned when the customs office was just five years old. 
The lighthouse was never replaced. 
 There was a brief surge of business in the 1960s and ’70s when Canada 
Steamship Lines and a local company, Westdale Shipping leased the 
government docks and the warehouse on the east side of the harbour to 
deliver package freight, but increased competition from couriers and from 
deregulated railways eventually forced both marine carriers to close down, 
leaving Port Credit behind. 
 Sale of the Dominion Public Building 
 The federal government moved the last of its services out of the now-
former Dominion Public Building in the summer of 2008. The building was 
offered for sale and was finally sold to Centre City Capital Limited in January 
2011. 
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 3.5 The Postmaster and the Community 
 A history of Port Credit’s post office would be incomplete without a 
history of the men who managed the village’s vital postal service for over a 
century. 
 In July 2006, Charles Hamilton was put on trial. He had been dead for 
almost 80 years but that didn’t stop lawyers from trying him in absolute 
absentia anyway. At issue was Hamilton’s home, “Avonston”, at 84 High Street 
in Port Credit. The present owner opposed a City decision that saw his building 
designated in 2005. He wanted to demolish it. To protect the home under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, the community was obliged to prove that the late Mr. 
Hamilton was a worthy member of the community, so that the historical 
significance of the former home could be proven, and designation upheld. 
 The Conservation Review Board was reduced to challenging “witnesses” 
over whether a postmaster was a respected and important leader in a village or 
whether he was just some guy who handed out mail. The CRB concluded that 
Hamilton was not an important member of the Port Credit community, alive or 
dead. Mississauga’s councilors didn’t agree. They reasserted their position that 
Charles Hamilton was a community leader and that being a postmaster was 
indeed an important duty. 
 Or at least it used to be. Ten years ago, receiving a letter was routine. 
Today it’s a novelty. But a century ago, receiving a letter was cause for 
excitement. Mail was the only link that settler families in Canada had to their 
friends and relatives elsewhere in the world. The role of the postmaster was as 
important to the people of Port Credit as its doctors or its ministers. The post 
office was the gateway to the outside world. 
 Robert Cotton 
 William Raines is officially Port Credit’s first postmaster. But it was his boss 
who brought mail service to the young village of Port Credit in 1842. 
 Robert Cotton came to Canada from Roscommon, Ireland in 1832. In 
1840, Cotton purchased property along Hurontario Street, just north of Port 
Credit, for a home. (Refer to lower photo, page 31.)  
 In 1842, Cotton opened a store in Port Credit, on the west side of the 
Credit River. In 1855, a fire destroyed much of this part of Port Credit, including 
Cotton’s store, so he formed a partnership with James Hamilton to purchase 
William Clarkson’s store on the east side of town, at what is now 71 Lakeshore 
Road East. (William Clarkson was the son of Warren Clarkson, for whom the 
village of Clarkson is named.) 
 71 Lakeshore Road East 
 Clarkson built this store in 1850. Robert Cotton arranged to have the 
telegraph station located at this store in 1856. The telegraph ditted-and-dashed 
its way through Port Credit nine years earlier (when the Toronto, Hamilton and 
Niagara Electro-Magnetic Telegraph Company completed Canada’s first 
telegraph line, linking Toronto with Buffalo) but it was not until Cotton installed 
a “Morse key” at his general store that Port Credit got connected to the 
telegraph line running through town.  
 The first telephone was installed here in 1894 by Cotton’s former 
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 James Hamilton’s store and post office.  

Robert Cotton’s home; 1234 Old River Road  
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business partner, James Hamilton. It was a “pay phone”. Hamilton charged 
local residents who could not afford a phone of their own, or who lived where 
lines had not yet been installed.  
 The present building on the site of Port Credit’s first post office was built 
in the early 1920s, but local legend states that logs from the original 1850 store 
may have been used in the later store’s construction. The stepped roof was 
added by Martin Coffeng in a style common in the Netherlands. He ran a 
restaurant, the Dutch Kitchen, here. The building is presently Lago’s.  
 The Busy Mr. Cotton 
 Cotton was manager of the Port Credit Harbour Company during its 
heyday of the 1850s, and owned a warehouse there. He was also listed in the 
1851 census as a ship builder, but with his hands full managing the harbour 
and his store, he was more likely an investor with one or more of the local 
shipbuilders who rented dock space at the harbour. Robert was deputy-reeve 
for Toronto Township from 1867 to 1871, reeve from 1872 to 1879 and was 
elected Peel County warden for the 1873-1874 term. Cotton was vice-president 
of the Toronto Township Agricultural Society, and was captain of the #1 
Company of the Peel Militia.   
 Cotton’s home still stands at 1234 Old River Road. Mississauga’s LACAC 
approved designation of the home in July 1985. 
 James W. Cotton  
 Robert’s son, James, was groomed to take over the store, and to become 
postmaster, but he died at 38. That was in 1884 — a year before his father died. 
 The Postmasters 
 William Raines (1842 to 1844) 
 In 1842, Robert Cotton hired William R. Raines to manage the post office 
in his general store.  
 James Cotton (1844 to 1859) 
 Raines only served here for 19 months before Robert’s brother, James 
took over as the postmaster.  
 Robert Cotton (1859 to 1885) 
 After 18 years as store owner, Robert took over as postmaster in 1859, 
after his brother became ill. Robert served in this post until his death in 1885 in 
Port Credit at the age of 76. A year after becoming postmaster, Cotton sold the 
store to his partner, James Hamilton. Cotton continued to run the lucrative 
postal business. When Cotton died, Hamilton took over as postmaster. 
 James Hamilton (1885 to 1894) 
 James Hamilton was born in County Fermanagh, Ireland in 1830 and 
came to Port Credit in 1852 to manage Robert Cotton’s store. 
 He also sold grains and heating coal which he had shipped to, and 
warehoused at the Port Credit harbour. He also bought orchards east of Port 
Credit to supply his store with fresh fruit. He built a stone shelter behind the 
store where he sold ice. He also made a killing in booze and cigarettes. His only 
retail competition in town was James Robinson Shaw – a devout Methodist 
who refused to sell the Devil’s Breakfast from his store on the west side of the 
river, thus giving Hamilton a monopoly on the trade. 
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 In 1867 Hamilton was a justice of the peace. 
 Hamilton had two sons (Colonel Frederick J. and Charles Griffith) and a 
daughter (Mrs. Lee). James served as postmaster until 1894, when he 
transferred management to his son, Charles. 
 Charles Griffith Hamilton (1894 to 1921) 
 James’s second son inherited the general store at 71 Lakeshore Road 
East. Charles was postmaster from 1894 until 1921 when he sold the store the 
Ernie Hare. 
 Charles was the man at the centre of the 2006 Conservation Review 
Board hearing. Charles purchased the land on which Avonston stands in 1903 
from his elder brother Frederick J. Hamilton. Frederick acquired the land in 
1886. Frederick was a reserve colonel with the Peel and Dufferin Regiment 
during the period when B Company’s office was located at Port Credit’s 
Dominion Public Building. 
 Seven years after retiring as postmaster, Charles was killed instantly when 
he was hit by car while crossing the street in front of Skinner and Middlebrook 
Funeral Home (conveniently). The driver, from St. Catharines was not charged.  
 Ernest Victor (“Ernie”) Hare (1921 to 1934) 
 A member of Port Credit’s venerable stonehooking family, Ernie was 
postmaster from 1921 to 1934. He purchased the store and post office from 
C.G. Hamilton in 1921. He was the postmaster when the Dominion Public 
Building was completed in 1931. Hare continued to use the title “postmaster”, 
but in the newer, and much larger postal station, he functioned more as a 
supervisor for a new staff of postal clerks. 
 Later “Postmasters” 
 Ernie’s four successors were also considered “postmasters” but Edward 
Charles Drew (1935 to 1945), Doris Kitty Mead (1945 to 1946), Edgar Rushton 
Thade (1946) and Harold Edwin Bradley (1947 to 1952) no longer personally 
sorted incoming mail or hand-cancelled outgoing mail as their predecessors 
had done. They functioned more as supervisors over a growing staff of postal 
clerks, mail sorters and mail delivery drivers.  
 Harold Bradley was the last supervisor at Port Credit to officially carry the 
title “postmaster”. The era of the pigeon-hole sorting station ended in 1952 
when Bradley retired. At the time of his retirement, Mississauga had evolved 
from a collection of isolated farms into a massive bedroom community, and the 
postal service had to meet challenges brought about by this urban shift.  
 Housing developers like Harold Shipp – builder of Applewood Acres – 
lobbied the government to introduce door-to-door mail service. Home delivery 
of mail would be an unprecedented luxury in Toronto Township, and a selling 
point for Shipp. 
 But this convenience brought with it the demise of the local postmaster. 
In 1850 James Cotton sorted mail for 50 households. By 1950, mail was being 
sorted for 16,250 homes. In his time, Cotton knew every homeowner in the 
village, in person. A century later, high-speed Pitney Bowes mail sorting 
machines were required to keep pace. 
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  2.3 Port Credit’s  Postal Substations 
 After WWII, ratepayers in Port Credit and Lakeview requested home 
delivery of mail, but the Crown reminded them that both towns were too small. 
But that changed in 1952 when Harold Ship purchased land astride the QEW 
between Cawthra Road and Etobicoke Creek and began to pitch Lakeview as 
the perfect living place for Toronto residents who wanted to get away from the 
crowding of the “big city” yet still make the nine o’clock bell without having to 
get up at the crack of dawn. 
 Applewood Acres was an immediate success, and Shipp followed up 
with two “planned communities” – Applewood Heights and Applewood Hills. 
With Shipp’s backing, home mail delivery began in Toronto Township in May 
1953. 
 By this time Lakeview had 9,000 residents. Port Credit had only about 
4,000 but it had a large postal facility in the Dominion Public Building, so all 
mail addressed to the larger Lakeview had to bear a “Port Credit” address.  
 Lorne Park lost its postal status in December 1961 when the rail drop was 
cancelled, and all mail for home delivery in Lorne Park was sorted at Port 
Credit’s postal sorting facility at the Dominion Public Building.  
 With the conversion of the main floor of the Dominion Public Building 
from a local post office to a regional sorting centre, “Port Credit” was divided 
into 10 sorting and delivery districts called “substations”. (In many ways this was 
the 1950s precursor to postal codes.) Substation #5 was for mail in the west 
end of the village of Port Credit and Substation #8 was for mail in the east end 
of town. The others were: 
 Port Credit Substation #1 
 Originally Lakeview’s own post office, established in 1927, the Lakeview 
station closed in 1953, when door-to-door delivery began in Port Credit and 
Lakeview on May 11 of that year. 
 Port Credit Substation #2 
 This substation opened at a grocery store at 423 Orano Avenue in 
September 1953. Residents could drop off mail here and it was to this store that 
the mail, sorted at Port Credit’s station, was dropped off for neighbourhood 
postal carriers. 
 Port Credit Substation #3 
 This substation also opened in 1953, in September, at Leo Bertram 
Holmes’ pharmacy at 598 Arbour Road. 
 Port Credit Substation #4 
 Also opened in September 1953, as part of the initial door-to-door mail 
delivery service in Toronto Township, substation #4 was located at Lakeview 
Groceteria at 1254 Alexandra Avenue. 
 Port Credit Substation #6 
 This station opened at 310 Lakeshore Road West in May 1955 with Joel 
Laufer as postmaster. This was the first purpose-built substation building in Port 
Credit. Mail sorted at the Port Credit station was dropped off here for delivery 
to the Tecumseh Creek subdivision, west of the village and east of Lorne Park. 
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Port Credit substation #2 Port Credit substation #3 

Port Credit substation #4 Port Credit substation #6 

Port Credit substation #7 Port Credit substation #10 
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 Port Credit Substation #7 
 A new postal substation was opened in the recently-built Applewood 
Village Plaza in May 1956. This station was transferred to Cooksville’s sorting 
station, as Cooksville Substation #3, in August 1961, to relieve congestion at 
Port Credit’s central sorting station. George James Martin was the only 
postmaster at Applewood Acres when it was a substation of Port Credit.  
 Port Credit Substation #9  
 This postal drop-off station opened in June 1956. George Deyman was 
postmaster to 1968, with Mrs. Bernadette Zeta Plaus taking over. This postal 
substation served the new subdivisions and industries east of Port Credit but 
west of Lakeview centre, including the recently-opened Canadian Admiral 
Company appliance plant. 
 Port Credit Substation #10 
 This postal substation was at Albert Edward Sidler’s pharmacy, 1163 
Lakeshore Road East, It opened in June 1958. Yosh Fujioka took over as 
postmaster in November 1962. 
 Port Credit – Lorne Park 
 A summer post office from 1892 to 1900 and a full time station in the 
village of Lorne Park after that, the post office there closed in December 1961, 
when sorting of mail was transferred to Port Credit. Unlike Lakeview, which 
surrendered its name in 1953 as far as mail service was concerned, Lorne 
Parkers got to keep their local name. All mail addressed to Lorne Park was still 
sorted at the Port Credit post office. 



 

37 

 4 . 0 C O N T E X T U A L   VA L U E 

 4.1 The Centre of the Village 
 Across Canada, the post office was typically located at the busiest 
intersection in the community. So it was with Port Credit.  
 In Mississauga, north of the northern boundary of the old Town of Port 
Credit, Hurontario Street is main thoroughfare. Building address on east -west 
streets are numbered relative to Hurontario Street. This colonization road, 
connecting its namesake lakes, was the survey line by which all lots north of 
Eglinton Avenue, in Toronto Township were numbered.  
 But in Port Credit, Lakeshore Road is divided between east and west at 
the Credit River, not Hurontario Street. The centre of town, officially and 
emotionally has always been the river. The first non-aboriginal building in 
Mississauga was built beside the Credit River, just south of where the Dominion 
Public Building now stands. 
 Two of Port Credit’s busiest and most popular buildings share a view of 
the Credit River from the east side – the library and arena. It’s entirely 
appropriate that the Dominion Public Building — an edifice of such 
architectural uniqueness and historical importance — should occupy a similar 
place of prominence in the Town of Port Credit.  
 4.2 Heritage Trees 
 To the west side of the Dominion Public Building, the land slopes down 
toward the Credit River, at Credit Village Marina. Based on local tradition, the 
land immediately to the west end of the 1966 addition was wetland filled in by 
silt dredged from near the mouth of the Credit River, a few hundred metres 
further downstream, creating a narrow strip of rich soil. Nine coniferous and 
deciduous species thrive in this narrow greenbelt between the Dominion 
Public Building and the Credit River.  
 The Norway pine trees to the front, west corner of the Dominion Public 
Building provide a year-round wind break from the cold winter winds off the 
frozen river.  
 The ash trees (probably black ash — a seed study would confirm the 
specific type) like the wet soil one would expect to find on land created from 
dredged silt. The large willow on the property at 31 Lakeshore Road East is also 
a wet habitat tree. 
 The sumacs on the property grow wild now but the species, known as 
baak-waan-aa-tig in Ojibwa, were once cultivated almost like a crop by the 
Mississauga people, who used the berries as a medicine and the autumn leaves 
to make red dyes.  
 Black walnut, or waawiye-bagaan-ag in Ojibwa, was also planted by the 
Mississaugas, to make brown dyes. The walnuts on the property at 31 
Lakeshore Road East are likely here by accident. Urban planners rarely planted 
them because their fallen berries stain sidewalk pavement and the tannin in the 
berries act as a mordant to seal the stain. Black walnut trees also leave behind a 
nasty toxin, juglone, in he soil. 
 Maples are one of the few natural trees unaffected by juglione, which 
explains the presence of the healthy red maples growing right next to the 
walnut trees. 
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 One species on the property of 31 Lakeshore Road East is of particular 
importance, both biologically and historically. They are commonly identified as 
either London plane or American sycamore. Either way, the two species share 
a common genus. Sycamores typically have single seed balls, whereas the 
London plane typically has seed balls in groups of two. However sycamores are 
occasionally seen with dual seed balls, adding to the uncertainty over the 
specific species at 31 Lakeshore Road East. A detailed seed study is necessary to 
determine the specific species.  
  The two species are also known as the buttontree or buttonwood. Those 
with a preference for Latin identify the genus by its official name, platanus 
occidentalis. 
 If the trees are London plane it is possible they were planted at the time 
of the construction of the Dominion Public Building, or in the years 
immediately following, as an adjunct employment relief landscaping project. 
This is consistent with the estimated age of the two trees based on height and 
trunk diameter.  
 London planes survive well in the urban environment and for this reason, 
the Dominion government may have planted these trees as part of the 
landscaping for the Dominion Public Building project.  
 Urban Landscaping Projects in the 1930s  
 Today most tree planting projects are undertaken in an attempt to 
restore native species, but city beautification was the goal of employment relief 
landscaping projects during the Depression. Ornamental trees were planted 
alongside the QEW – another employment relief project – during the 1930s. 
 The London plane was a popular choice for urban landscape projects 
because it is particularly resilient to the built environment. London planes 
prefer wet soil (which explains why the two subject trees are growing on 
former Credit marshland) but they also store water, so they are able to tolerate 
short droughts. This makes them well suited to urban parks surrounded by 
concrete and asphalt. Roadways become pathways for large volumes of water 
runoff during a storm but, after the deluge, concrete and asphalt don’t retain 
this water. London planes can tolerate the sudden water table highs and lows 
that occur beside or near these hard-surface materials.  
 London planes require little maintenance, which is why they were also 
popular in landscaped domestic gardens. (Canada’s pre-Depression wealthy 
preferred to look at trees rather than care for them.) Sycamores also grow 
rapidly and this made them popular as a garden tree with the well -heeled, but 
otherwise impatient patrons who hired landscape artists. Former landscape 
gardens in Mississauga which featured sycamores included the gardens at 
Armagh in Clarkson (William Mackendrick, landscape architect), Riverwood in 
Erindale (Arthur Kruse) and the Cawthra Estate in Lakeview (Edwin Kay).  
 The mottled look of the bark is a unique trait of the London plane and 
the American sycamore – often leading those with an untrained eye to assume 
that the tree is stricken with a bark disease when, in fact the exfoliated texture 
of the trees is a sign of good health. The trunk itself is a habitat for moss and 
insects. Life inside these sycamores is as busy and as complex as the urban life 
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 The distinctive seven-lobe leaf of the shagbark hickory.  

Bark that peels in jigsaw pieces is characteristic of the sycamore genus. 
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surrounding it. 
 The American sycamore and the London plane are not truly rare in 
Ontario, but the Credit River Watershed does mark the northernmost limit of 
their primary habitat area. Despite their resilience, the London plane suffers by 
being an ornamental tree. As fashion trends change, tree and flower varieties 
fall in and out of favour. With the resurgence of indigenous tree restoration 
projects since the 1970s, ornamental trees are less frequently planted, 
accounting for the decline in planetree numbers in Ontario.  
 Outside the urban environment, sycamores have been supplanted in 
climax woodlots by maples, which share a common resilience in a 
deluge/drought drainage dichotomy, but which are more shade tolerant than 
sycamores. The sycamore family prefers sunlight, which explains why the two 
subject trees thrive at the back of the Dominion Public Building site where they 
have unobstructed access to sunlight from the south and west. The two trees 
tower over the back parking lot of the Dominion Public Building, stretching 
their long limbs almost to Stavebank Road. 
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 5 . 0 A S S E S S M E N T  

5.1 Elements that Contribute to Design and/or Physical Value 
- The building is in a transitional style between Edwardian and Art Deco 
 fashions. 
- The architectural style is a simpler, more refined style of Art Deco.  
- Two westward additions in 1954 and 1966 complement the original 1931 
 design. 
- The brick is reminiscent of bricks made in Port Credit from 1890 to 1927. 
- Alfred Hirschfelder Chapman is one of Canada’s most noted and successful 
 architects. 
- It is the only building in Port Credit with sandstone highlights and bas-relief. 
 
5.2  Elements that Contribute to Historical Value 
- The location is part of the site of the first non-aboriginal building in 
 Mississauga. 
- The building is a surviving example of a Depression-era employment relief 
 project. 
- From the 1930s to the 1950s, this was the busiest community building in the 
 village. 
- This was the last and largest of Port Credit’s post offices.  
- From 1953 to 1966, mail for all homes south of the QEW was sorted here. 
- All import and export tonnage in Mississauga was registered here from 1931 
 to 2007. 
- All boat licenses in Mississauga were registered here from 1931 to 2007. 
- This building was the recruitment centre for Mississauga during World War II.  
- Local regimental offices were located here from 1931 to 1968.  
 
5.3  Elements that Contribute to Contextual Value 
- The “post office” is located at the centre of the town, beside the historic Credit 
 River. 
- The building height and mass are consistent with the village character of Port 
 Credit. 
- There are 21 trees on the property, consisting of nine species. The rarest of 
 these are possible examples of ornamental species planted in the 1930s. 
- The American sycamore/London plane species is in decline in Ontario. 
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5.4 Dates of Significance 
1806 (?) A government inn is built near the site of the present Dominion  
   Public Building. 
1842  William Raines becomes the first postmaster of Port Credit.  
1861  The government inn is torn down. 
1915  MP Richard Blain promises to build a new post office in Port Credit. 
1927  Marshland on the east side of the Credit River is filled with silt from  
   downstream. 
1930  A new post office is approved for Port Credit as an employment  
   relief project. 
1931  The Dominion Public Building is completed in November.  
1952  The last official “postmaster” of Port Credit retires.  
1953  Door-to-door mail delivery service begins in Port Credit and   
   Lakeview. 
1954  A new addition to the Dominion Public Building is completed. 
1966  A second addition to the Dominion Public Building is completed.  
1968  Lorne Scot Regiment’s Port Credit “D Company” office closes.  
1981  Canada Post begins transferring postal services to local businesses. 
1993  Employment insurance office at Dominion Public Building closes. 
2006  City reaffirms its position that the community postmaster is an 
   important part of local history. 
2007  The customs and marine registry offices at the Dominion Public  
   Building closes. 
2011  The Dominion Public Building is sold to Centre City Capital Limited. 

 
5.5: Impact of the Proposed Development 
 Restoration of Elements 
 The present owner of 31 Lakeshore Road East has expressed interest in 

restoring much of the 1931 section of the historic building. There are a number 
of positive heritage elements contained in the Port Credit Post Office and 
Armory Conservation Plan, by Kearns Mancini Architects Inc. Notable of these 
are the proposals to continue the existing frieze around and along the south 
façade, and the removal of the existing concrete ramp on the Lakeshore Road 
façade. 

Consistent with the owner’s objective to restore the 1931 section, it is 
important that the design elements of the original Lakeshore Road entrance 
that existed in 1931 be restored. Where the proposal for the 1931 segment of 
the Dominion Public Building in the Kearns Mancini conservation plan identifies 
a single-pane window, it is possible to restore the original double wood doors 
of the historic main entrance and the glazed 5-and-2 panel transom, even as 
literal ‘façade’ (non-functioning) elements. 

 The bas relief coat-of-arms and the carved ‘Port Credit’ letters of the 
entablature should be maintained. These are essential elements of the original 
1931 building. These appear to be missing in the computer artist rendering of 
the ‘proposed new main north entry’ image, as seen on page 2 of the Port 
Credit Post Office Heritage Impact Statement, by Kearns Mancini Architects Inc.  
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Retention of the 1954 and 1966 Elements 
There is a tendency, in the impact statements by Kearns Mancini 

Architects and Gillespie Heritage Consulting, to diminish the design/physical, 
historical and contextual significance of the 1954 and 1966 additions at 31 
Lakeshore Road East. Page 12 of the Kearns Mancini heritage impact statement 
states, “the second addition in 1966 is a modernist box with no borrowed 
styling from the original building.” 

In fact, all three segments of the existing building are quite consistent in 
mass, form and constriction material – certainly more so than the proposed 
glass and girder replacement structure. The proposed building, as shown on 
page 2 of the Kearns Mancini impact state, would by Kearns Mancini’s own 
description, be even less of a borrowing ifrom the 1931 building. 

From a contextual point of view, Kearns Mancini Architects comments on 
page 23 of their report that, “the current 1 storey west wings do not engender 
the same open façade as did the original west façade and have diminished that 
connective contextual value that the original 1931 building provided.” 

 On the contrary, the three distinct segments of the Dominion Public 
Building reveal the expanding role of the post office and postal sorting 
distribution network in southern Mississauga and, in particular, Port Credit’s 
prominent position and its continually-increasing importance in Mississauga 
South through the 20th century. The three historic segments of 31 Lakeshore 
Road East, and their relation to each other are consistent with Item ii of 
Subsection 2 of Regulation 9/06 – specifically that 31 Lakeshore Road East, 
“yields information that contributes to an understanding of a community.”  

Goals Not Achieved 
 On page 27 of the Port Credit Post Office Heritage Impact Statement, 

Kearns Mancini Architects suggests, “removing the later [1954 and 1966] 
additions, but giving a sense of their original massing in the new building.”  

 This has clearly not been achieved, as can be seen in the plan 
immediately adjacent the text, and in the artist rendering on page 26 of the 
same report. The new elements that are to replace the 1954 and 1966 sections 
are taller than the 1954 and 1966 sections, and are even taller than the 1931 
segment, even though the 1954 and 1966 segments are not as tall as the 1931 
segment. 

The proposed development will extend further outward toward the street 
than do either the 1954 and 1966 segments. In fact the proposed development 
will extend outward toward the street further than the 1931 segment, even 
though both the present 1954 and 1966 sections are of the opposite 
configuration – being set inward of the 1931 front façade. 

 Replacement of Trees 
 On page 19 of the Port Credit Post Office and Armory Conservation Plan, 

Kearns Mancini Architects proposes to, “replace west side Willows and London 
planes with shading deciduous [trees]”. It makes little sense to remove existing 
‘shade trees’ of historical and contextual merit identified as local landmarks, 
only to replace them with other trees, especially ones of unspecified species 
and size. 
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 Subsection 1 
 The property has design value or physical value because it; 
i: is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type,  
  expression, material or construction method, 
ii: displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or 
iii:  demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 
 Subsection 2 
 The property has historical value or associative value because it;  
i: has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity,  
  organization or institution that is significant to a community, 
ii: yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an 
  understanding of a community or culture, or 
iii: demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist,  
  builder, designer or theorist who is significant to a community.  
 Subsection 3 
 The property has contextual value because it is; 
i: important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of area,  
ii: physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surrounding, 
iii: a landmark. 

 A municipal council may designate heritage resources by by-law pursuant 
to Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act based on criteria set forth in Ontario 
Regulation 9 / 06; Criteria for Determining Cultural Heritage Value or Interest . 

 6.1 Analysis of Compliance with Section 29    
 Subsection 1 
 i: The Dominion Public Building is a one-of-a-kind example of a 
building in a transitional stage between traditional Edwardian and “modern” Art 
Deco styles, with complementary elements of both styles. The planetrees on the 
property are rare and unique examples of a declining tree species in Ontario. 
 Subsection 2 
 i: The Dominion Public Building was once the busiest building in Port 
Credit, catering to many aspects of daily life in the village. It was the central post 
office. It was the place were commercial fisherman in the community registered 
their boats and their daily catch of fish for market. It was the reserve recruitment 
centre during peacetime and functioned as a Peel County recruitment centre 
during World War II.  
 ii: The three distinct segments of the 31 Lakeshore Road East identify 
Port Credit’s continually-increasing importance in southern Mississauga through 
the 20th century.  
 iii: The architect, Alfred Chapman was a master of both the Edwardian 
and Art Deco styles, and he combined both of these often contrasting styles 
with exceptional skill in Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building. 
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 Subsection 3 
 i: The Dominion Public Building is a reminder of a time when Port 
Credit was the central community in southern Toronto Township and, later, 
Mississauga for all federal government services. 
 ii: The building is both visually and historically linked to the industrial 
and transportation businesses on the adjacent Credit River. The planetrees were 
likely planted as part of the building’s planned landscaping, adding to the visual 
and historical context of the property. 
 iii: Although presently empty, the Dominion Public Building remains a 
landmark in Port Credit. It is regarded as an historically-important and 
architecturally-pleasing element of the community’s much-cherished village 
character. The planetrees are also regarded locally as a landmark. They are the 
two dominant trees on the skyline as viewed from Port Credit’s busy recreational 
harbour. The trees are easily seen from the adjacent pedestrian and cycling 
route which is part of both the “Trans-Canada Trail” and the Waterfront 
Regeneration Trust’s “Waterfront Trail”. Being the “trees with the light green 
bark”, the two planetrees have become an easily identified meeting place for 
Port Credit residents.  
 6.2 Summary of Suitability for Designation 
 Under the terms of the Ontario Heritage Act a property needs to comply 
with any one of the items of Regulation 9/06, in any one of the three 
subsections of Clause 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act to be considered suitable 
for designation. The subject property in its present three historical stage form, 
with supporting landscape elements comply with seven of the nine items of 
Regulation 9/06. 
 Port Credit’s Dominion Public Building and the landscape trees planted at, 
or near the time of its construction comply with all three subsections of Clause 
29 of Regulation 9/06 in that they have (1) design value or physical value, (2) 
historical value, and (3) contextual value.  
 The subject property complies with one of the three items of Subsection 1, 
all three items of Subsection 2, and all three items of Subsection 3.  
 6.3 Conclusion 
 Based on this analysis, the building and the contemporary landscape trees 
on the subject property at 31 Lakeshore Road East in Mississauga are worthy of 
designation, in their present form, under the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 It is recommended that the landmark features not be removed, that the 
integrity of all three sections of the historic building not be compromised, 
because of the original effort taken to harmonize the elements, that the balance 
and form of Alfred Chapman’s original form be maintained as the lone tribute in 
Mississauga to this exemplary architect, and that an effort be made to restore 
altered structural elements and to find or suitably replace removed items 
pertaining to the building.  
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